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Aims

At Lodge Farm students will develop their self-confidence, self-esteem and their own knowledge by taking responsibility for their behaviour.  Through Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural lessons, they will learn how to make a positive contribution to society, including life at the Farm.  

At Lodge Farm we support the values of democracy, rules of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.  These are embedded within our curriculum and may be observed throughout the Farm as respect, kindness, honesty, hard work, cooperation, fairness, confidence, tolerance, politeness and responsibility.

We talk to and teach our young people about values, respecting similarities and differences, tackling stereotypes and understanding why some people discriminate. We aim to empower them to have a voice and to stand up against discrimination, valuing equality, tolerance and mutual respect.  We plan to provide a rich learning experience that will have a positive impact on students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

As well as promoting British values we would actively challenge students, staff or parents expressing opinions contrary to fundamental British values, including ‘extremist’ views and principles.

Overview

Being part of Britain

At Lodge Farm, we value and celebrate the diverse heritages of everybody.  We value and celebrate being part of Britain.  We acknowledge traditions and customs in the course of the year; for example Patron Saints Days and celebrations at Christmas. We also value and commemorate national events such as Remembrance Day.

We help students to learn what it is to be part of Britain.  They learn about Britain’s geography - its coasts, rivers and mountains, and where Britain is in relation to the rest of Europe and other countries in the world.  They also learn about key moments in British history such as London, Famous British Scientists and Britain since 1930s.

How Lodge Farm promotes British values

Democracy

Democracy is embedded in the Farm.  Students are listened to by adults and are taught to listen carefully and with concern to each other, respecting the right of every individual to have their opinions and voices heard. We encourage students to take ownership of Lodge Farm as well as their own learning and progress. This encourages a heightened sense of both personal and social responsibility and is demonstrated on a daily basis by our students.  We believe that encouraging our students to take on responsibilities and to work together for the good of the Farm creates positive relationships and is a valuable preparation for future life in our democratic society. 
The rule of law 

Lodge Farm has rules agreed by staff and students – this helps our young people to understand why this creates an ordered, fair and safe place in which to learn.  We teach students to distinguish right from wrong and encourage them to adopt peaceful approaches to resolve conflicts.  We work with students to help them understand how society cannot operate without a set of laws. 

Individual liberty

Our students have the opportunity to make individual choices and express opinions that develop their character and self-belief. However, they are encouraged to develop these qualities in the context of the rights and needs of other members of our Farm community. We model freedom of speech through student participation in class in the context of a safe, fair, supportive and ordered learning environment. We discuss and challenge stereotypes and implement a strong anti-bullying culture. 

Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs

Respect is one of the core values of Lodge Farm.  Students are encouraged to respect themselves and to respect individual differences. This is a fundamental principle that is put into practice in the classroom and around the Farm.  We help our students to acquire an understanding of, and respect for their own and other cultures and ways of life. We celebrate the languages spoken by others and the diverse festivals celebrated.  We aim to prepare students to be able to live and work alongside people from all backgrounds and cultures. 

Extremism

Lodge Farm is aware of the need to be vigilant when it comes to extreme attitudes or behaviour of any kind and appropriate actions will be taken accordingly. All staff are aware of the need to alert the Senior Leadership Team if they have any concerns of this nature. Our overriding aim is to teach students to be resilient to such attitudes. This involves students being taught how to ask probing questions and make sound judgements for themselves about what is right and wrong. 
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