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If a student is believed to be missing from the Farm or from the site of a supervised activity the parents/carers of the student are to be notified as soon as possible. Staff will attempt to locate the student by searching the locality and if found the student is encouraged to return to the Farm/the activity site. 

If the student refuses to return then staff will monitor/supervise from a distance (or closer) depending on the vulnerability and needs of the student. Decisions will be informed by the students positive behaviour support plan and risk assessment. In the event that staff risk assess the situation to be too dangerous and the student is putting themselves or others at risk, the staff member will ask a member of the Senior Leadership Team to contact the police on 101 for assistance or 999 in an emergency. 

In the event that staff are unable to locate the missing student the police are contacted using the 101 number to report a ‘missing person’ or on 999 if they strongly suspect that the student is at significant risk of harm. When reporting a person missing, the staff member must record the date, time and collar number of the officer that they have spoken to. Details of all contacts and conversations should be recorded, dated and signed. 

The timing of the contact to the police will be dependent on the student’s age, stage, ability, social maturity and emotional state but the individual risk assessment and behaviour support plan will identify specific time frames for students.

If it is assessed by the Senior Leadership Team that the student has heightened vulnerability then the police will be contacted immediately on 101 or 999 (in an emergency) to report the student missing. The concerns must be highlighted to the police at the time of the call. Staff will also need to be able to provide a description of the student, know their SEN diagnosis, EHCP, Behaviour audit and whether there has been a history of mental health difficulties.  
In the case of a student considered distressed or uncontrolled or in the case of a disappearance after dark, the police would be alerted immediately on 101. In any situation, if the student has not been located within half an hour the police will be informed. Parents/carers and social workers will also be informed of any such absent without permission episodes, regardless of how long the student was ‘missing’ for. 

Students should be aware that "keeping one safe" is a requirement for continued attendance at Lodge Farm. In some cases staff will physically assist the young person to keep safe. (See Restraint and restrictive practice Policy).
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